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SUB J : KOREAN PRESS ON PRESIDENT'S STATE OF UNION MESSAGE AND 
HOLBROOKE S JAN 19 SPEECH 

1 . PROMINENT PRESS COVERAGE AND COMMENTARY (WHICH LINKED 
PRESIDENT/HOLBROOKE SPEECHES) DEALT WITH PRESIDENT'S FOREIGN 
POLICY TOPICS, STRESSING HUMAN RIGHTS AND COMMITMENT TO ROK 
SECURITY. OVERALL REACTION TO SPEECHES AS A WHOLE WAS CAUTIOUSLY 
FAVORABLE, BUT STILL SKEPTICAL ON SECURITY ASPECTS OF US/ROK 
RELATIONS. 

2. TONGA ILBO SAW "NOTHING PARTICULARLY NEW IN FOREIGN 
POLICY" IN THE STATE OF THE UNION MESSAGE. NOTED THAT "HUMAN 
RIGHTS DIPLOMACY NOW FORMS THE BACKBONE OF U.S. FOREIGN 
POLICY," PRESIDENT'S REAFFIRMATION OF TROOP WITHDRAWAL 
PLANS SEEN AS A "TEST CASE" OF ADMINISTRATION POLICY BECAUSE 
OF MAJOR OPPOSITION TO PLANS HAVING SURFACED IN U.S. 

JOONGANG ILBO THOUGHT PRESIDENT "BROKE LITTLE NEW 
GROUND" IN HIS COMMENTS ON TROOP WITHDRAWAL AND COMPENSA- 
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TORY MEASURES, AND TOOK OPPORTUNITY TO COMMENT THAT UNDER 
NO CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD TROOP WITHDRAWAL PROCEED BEFORE 
COMPENSATORY MEASURES ARE REALIZED. 

3. ALL PRESS PICKED OUT HUMAN RIGHTS AS MAJOR POINT IN 
PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE. "PRESIDENT HAS SUCCEEDED IN THE 
REALIZATION OF HIS POLICY ON HUMAN RIGHTS WITH FIRM 
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CONVICTION DESPITE CRITICISM BOTH AT HOME AND ABROAD." 

MOST PRESS NOTED HOLBROOKE'S STATEMENT THAT "SOME PROGRESS 
ON THE HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM” HAD BEEN MADE WITH ROK. 

JOONGANG ILBO COMMENTED "HIS ADMINISTRATION'S EMPHASIS 
ON HUMAN RIGHTS HAS LED TO A SIGNIFICANT MOVEMENT TOWARD 
GREATER FREEDOM AND HUMANITY." REACTION WAS FAVORABLE 
AND PRESS SEES HUMAN RIGHTS AS CONTINUING IMPORTANT ITEM 
IN US/ROK RELATIONS. 

4. KYUNGHYANG SINMUN WAS THE MOST CRITICAL OF THE PRESIDENT'S 
MESSAGE AMONG ROK PRESS. CONTINUED ITS LINE THAT US POLICY 
APPEARS TO BE EUROPE-FIRST, NOTING PRESIDENT "DID NOT SAY 
MUCH IN REFERENCE TO THE SECURITY OF ALLIES IN ASIA" AND 

"HIS EUROPE-FIRST DIPLOMATIC POLICY IS VIEWED AS A SIGNAL 
FOR US RETREAT FROM ASIA POLITICALLY AND MILITARILY." 

EDITORIALIZED THAT "IN AN OVERALL VIEW, WE GET THE FEELING 
THAT THE MESSAGE INDICATES THAT PRESIDENT CARTER IS TAKING 
THINGS TOO EASILY IN INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS AND THAT THEREFORE 
THE COUNTERMEASURES ARE EXCESSIVELY BASED ON IDEALISM." 

5. SELECTED PAPERS EXPRESSED DISPLEASURE WITH PRESIDENT'S 
REMARKS ON KOREAN SECURITY SITUATION. HANGUK ILBO REMARKED 
"IT IS TOO OPTIMISTIC.. .WE STRONGLY REJECT SUCH OPTIMISM 

OF CARTER ADMINISTRATION BECAUSE WE ARE STILL FACING 
THREAT OF NK INVASION." CHOSUN ILBO COMPARED PHASEOUT 
OF TROOPS FROM KOREA (SUPPOSEDLY ONE OF THE WORLD'S MOST 
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DANGEROUS SPOTS) WITH REINFORCEMENT OF NATO TROOPS, AND 
CONCLUDED PRESIDENT FA TIED TO GIVE AN HONEST ANSWER TO 
QUESTION OF WHY WITHDRAW TROOPS NOW? 

6. COVERAGE OF HOLBROOKE'S SPEECH WAS, WITH ONE EXCEPTION, 

POSITIVE. THREE PENDING US/ROK ISSUES WERE EMPHASIZED: 

1) TROOP WITHDRAWAL 2) PTS CASE 3) HUMAN RIGHTS PROBLEM. 

PRESS WAS PARTICULARLY PLEASED TO SEE HOLBROOKE AGREE THAT 
COMPENSATORY MEASURES SHOULD NOT BE LINKED WITH PTS 
CASE. TONGA ILBO'S CAUTIOUS OPTIMISM BEST REPRESENTS 
ROK PRESS IN GENERAL— "AS LONG AS AMERICA RECOGNIZES 
THE FACT THAT THE KOREAN PENINSULA IS ONE OF THE WORLD’S 
MOST POTENTIALLY DANGEROUS SPOTS AS HOLBROOKE POINT OUT, 

THE PROSPECTS FOR OUR SECURITY DIPLOMACY TOWARD THE UNITED 
STATES WILL NOT BE DARK." SEOUL SINMUN'S WASH CORRESPONDENT, 

AN YONG-MO, CONTRIBUTED COMMENT TO JAN 23 EDITION CLAIMING 
HOLBROOKE MADE TWO "INTENTIONAL MISTAKES". FIRST. 

HOLBROOKE SAYING ROK AND US CONCLUDED AGREEMENT WHICH ALLOWS US 
TO SECURE PTS AS A WITNESS UNDER ANY CIRCUMSTANCES IN THE 
US. COMMENT WAS THAT IF ANYONE (COURT OR CONGRESS) 

DEMANDS PTS TESTIMONY, ACCORDING TO THIS REASONING HE 
MUST TESTIFY, AND HOLBROOKE KNOWS THAT WAS 
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NOT CONTAINED IN AGREEMENT. SECOND, CLAIMS THAT 
HOLBROOKE STATED "IN REALITY, PAK CASE AND US MILITARY 
AID HAVE BECOME MUTUALLY RELATED." COMMENT FOLLOWS 
THAT BOTH PRESIDENT AND SECDEF HAVE SAID PTS CASE HAS 
NOTHING TO DO WITH US MILITARY AID TO ROK. 

SNEIDER 
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